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MOMENT AND THE MORMONS. 


A MINISTER OF CHRIST CLAMORING FOR A BLOODY RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION 


—JOSIAH QUINCY ON THE CHARACTER AND WORK OF JOSEPH SMITH. 


‘Ta following letter from the pen of Elder James H. Hart, appeared in 
the New York World on the 16th ult. : 
To the Editor of the World: 3 

Sm: On Sunday evening, the 11th inst, an advertisement induced the 
writer to attend a lecture delivered by the Rev. Alfred H. Moment, a Presby- 
terian clergyman, at Spring Street Chapel, on “ Mormonism, its Doctrines 
and Life.” As your issue of Monday gave only a synopsis of the lecture, it 
would no doubt be agreeable to many of your readers to learn some other 
features of the reverend gentleman’s production. Your correspondent took 
a stenographic report and will vouch for its correctness, 

The lecturer began his discourse by reading that chapter of St. Paul's 
Epistle to the Corinthians, in the new translation, where all things are said to 
be absolutely useless without love. During this reading the writer was grap- 
pling with the conundrum how much love will this professing minister of 

Jesus. Christ manifest towards the subjects of his lecture? To assist your 
readers in its solution it may be said the reverend gentleman ended his lecture 
by invoking the General Government to crush the Mormons in Utah by special 
legislation, but in the event of this measure failing, as happened i in the case 
of the Edmunds’ law, he urged the settlement of the question in the same man- 
ner as thet in which slavery was settled. So the pious lecturer commenced. 
with the Lof love and ended with the gospel of blood. He declaimed. 
vehemently against blood atonement which he perversely misrepresented in 
its ultra phases as the accepted doctrine of the Mormon Church, while he 
advocated the use of the dogs or carnal warfare as the most certain and 
effectual means of destroying the objects of his hatred... This so-called Chri- 
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tian minister revelled in a blood atonement while mobbing and murdering 
the Mormons in Missouri and Iilinois. 

The lecturer set forth briefly the cardinal principles of the Mormon creed 
as contained in their church books—such as the Trinity, the Fall of Man, the 
Atonement, absolute and complete for the original sin of all mankind—the 
four conditions required of all, except young children, namely, faith, 
repentance, baptism, the laying on of hands for the reception of the Holy 
Ghost. He spoke of the ministration of angels, the healing of the sick, of 
prophecy and revelations, of the organization of the Church with apostles 
and prophets, bishops, priests, teachers and deacons until these officers had 
increased to 25,000, but what was to him the most lamentable of all was that 
they were all governed and controlied by John Taylor, the head of this great 
Mormon empire, as he was pleased to term it. These were the doctrines, 
and this was the organization,” said the lecturer, “with which the Elders of 
the Mormon Church had traveled through the United States and the nations 
of the Old World, and which had met with a success that was unequalled in 
religious history. Their work was simply wonderful. Under the teaching 
of these doctrines, Mormonism carried everything before it, for never was a 
purer morality taught than by these Elders when they first went among the 
people proclaiming their doctrines ; for these were the special tenets of their 
faith and these are the doctrines taught when the Elders go out now“ 

Such were the comments made by the lecturer upon the doctrine, the organi- 
zation and the extraordinary success of Mormonism, in which is fulfilled a 
prophecy of Isaiah xxix, 14, concerning a similar work : “‘ Behold I will pro- 
«eed to do a marvelous work among this people, even a marvelous work and 
a wonder.” It will be seen by reading the whole chapter that this “marvelous 
work and wonder” was to follow directly the discovery and translation of some 
extraordinary book, such, for example, as the Book of Mormon ;” for the 
Prophet says in verse 18 : "Tn that day shall the deaf hear the words of the 
book, and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of dark. 
ness.” The lecturer said: The work was simply wonderful and was attended 
with a success unequalled in religious history, and. carried everything before it.“ 

Up to this point your correspondent listened with pleasure acd satisfaction, 
‘but here the lecturer made a complete sommersault and became as lavish in 
misrepresentation and abuse as he had been in the indorsement of their 
‘doctrines, organization and extraordinary success, I will present some items 
of the lecturer’s declamations and bold assertions, that your readers may look 
on this picture and on that. He quoted the well-known Scripture text: A 
‘ttee may be known by its fruit ;” but instead of showing the fruit of this 
prolific tree, whose branches are extending through all civilized nations and 
ate conceded to be more thrifty, blooming and productive than most of the 
trees in the Christian wilderness, he commenced a violent and vicious attack 
on the character of Joseph Smith and his successor, Brigham Young, who were 
but twigs compared with the great tree they were instrumental in again plant- J 

among the sons of men. 

hat Joseph Smith, the first Elder in thié latter-day work, should be stig- 
ities and charged with as many crimes as the illustrious Nazarine was 
cliatged with by his religious opponents, is regarded as 4 matter of course, as 
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the same cause will always produce the same effects; but to conceive it pos- 
sible, that Joseph’s life- ‘long friend, the late President Young, who loved his 
predecessor with such intensity throughout his public career, who labored 
incessantly from the year 1832 until the day of his death in 1877, to propagate 
the doctrines and principles, and to build on the foundation that was laid by 
this bosom friend—to conceive it possible that he should charge that friend 
with being anything but a saint, that his virtues were few and his vices many; 
that among the least of which were gambling, horse-racing, drinking and seduc- 
tion, that he was moreover a public blackguard,” as asserted on Sunday night 
by Alfred H. Moment and reported in your journal, is a thing absolutely 
absurd, and is a falsehood of the most malignant type. This, however, is but 
one of the many absurdities crowded into the latter part of this lecture as will 
‘appear in this correspondence. 

The lecturer charged Joseph Smith with killing a Governor of Missouri, 
while the fact is that said Governor—the notorious “ Boggs,” who issued the 
order to exterminate the Mormons in 1838—died a natural death in California 
several years after the exodus of the Mormons from Nauvoo in 1846 ; whereas 
the said Joseph Smith was assassinated in the year 1844. 

President Brigham Young, in speaking of Joseph Smith, said: He lived 
great and he died great in the eyes of God and his people.” And speaking 
of him and his brother, Hyrum, said: They were innocent of any crime, and 
were proved so. They lived for glory, they died for glory, and glory is their 
eternal reward. From age to age shall their names go down to posterity as 
gems for the sanctified.” And this has been published to the ends of the earth 
as the testimony of the late President Young concerning his friend, Joseph 
Smith. 

It may not be out of place in this connection to quote from a book written 
by Josiah Quincy, of Harvard College, who, in company with the Honorable 
‘Charles Francis Adams, paid Mr. Joseph Smith a visit only forty-three days 
before his assassination. On page 376 of this book, entitled, “ Figures of the 
Best.” Mr. Quincy says: “It is by no means improbable that some future 

book, for the use of generations unborn, will contain a question some- 
like this: ‘What historical American of the nineteenth century has 
ed the most powerful influence upon the destinies of his countrymen?’ 
A Hit is by no means impossible that the answer to that interrogatory may 
uus written: ‘Joseph Smith, the Mormon Prophet. The man who 
olished a religion in this age of free debate, who was and is to-day accepted 
hundreds of thousands as a direct emissary from the Most High.’ Such a 
human being is not to be disposed of by pelting his memory with unsavory 
-epithets.” 
The late President Young was next assailed by the lecturer, and your readers 
will no doubt pardon the gentleman for using the kind of weapon that slew 
the Philistines. He first charged the illustrious chief with putting into his 
-Own pocket moneys that should have been used for those who suffered in the 
hand-cart company, whereas the said Brigham Young paid a debt of $50,000 
for the outfit of the several companies and emigration expenses for that year’s 
transportation, which accounts were placed in the writer's hands for settle- 


ment. 
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The most flagrant, palpable, wanton and malignant falsehood uttered by the 
lecturer, however, was perhaps the assertion “that Brigham Young put one 
of his own wives to death.” The Government has had governors, marshals, 
prosecuting attorneys, commissioners and judges in the Territory for thirty 
years, and no such charges have been brought against that great statesman 
until now. I have no hesitation in denouncing his assertion as false in every 
particular, and though the lecturer may seek to mitigate the accusation by 
charging some other pious Christian as the author of the charge, it is no less 
a base and wilful falsehood, and like other of his utterances made out of whole 
cloth. 

His next reckless and groundless charge was that the massacre at the Moun- 
tain Meadows was executed by the direct command of the said President of 
the Mormon Church. Nowlet us hear what Geo. C. Bates, the United States 
District-Attorney for Utah, has said on this subject. On the trial of John 
D. Lee, who was convicted by a Mormon jury as one of the murderous wretches 
who took a prominent part in that foul and bloody deed, the said attorney 
stated to the Court substantially as follows : He had during several months 
fully examined the case and had thoroughly sifted all ths evidence in relation 
to the massacre, and he felt bound to say that there was not one particle of 
evidence that President Brigham Young was connected with it in the remotest 
way, neither directly nor indirectly. Who shall be believed in this case, the 
United States District Attorney for Utah, who personally examined witnesses 
and thoroughly sifted the charges during several months and pronounced him 
innocent, or this Presbyterian self-constituted judge, who on last Sabbath 
evening had the audacity to say he was guilty? The common law assumes 
every man to be innocent until he is proved guilty. The Rev. Alfred H. 
Moment adjudges these two great Mormon leaders to be guilty of all the 
crimes charged against them by their enemies, although proven mnocent by 
every court of competent jurisdiction before which they have been arraigned. 
This is reversing the rules of jurisprudence with a vengeance, and would lead, 
us to say most fervently, from this kind of Christians, “Good Lord deli 
us,” for we should much prefer to fall into the hands of Colonel Ingersol 
the infidels, . 

Other statements were made that were equally rabid and false as (Rgee . 
already mentioned, but this article is already tou extended to permit shaeé 
than the mention of one or two, and when this is done I shull leave the revepem 
falsifier to the stings and arrows of an outraged conscience. Although we. 
said the Mormons wete so generous as to be baptized for unbelievers, he may 
rest assured that no Mormon will ever be baptized for him. ds 

He told the audience that some Presbyterian doctor had been put to death 
in Uta, by the direct command of the President of the Mormon Church. 
He is asked to present his evidence or hold his peace, for out of his own mouth 
he will be judged fer every reckless slander, and every false assertion he! 80 wan- 
tonly makes against men who are his superiors in morality, intelligenca, and 
in every other quality that tends to nobility and human perfection. Neither 
of these great men have been regarded by the Mormons only as men, sub- 
ject to like passions as other men, nor do they regard Adam in any other view 
than as a great chief of his posterity—.1 mighty prince or god, subordinate to 
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our. Lord Jesus Obrist and his eternal Father—and all the polytheism charged 
— the Mormons by the lecturer may be charged with equal force against 
he early Christians. 
I heed hardly say that the lecture thus reviewed was preceded by the 
inevitable collection, and the last pathetic appeal was for more money to help the 
Presbyterian cause in Utah. And as a sop for the duubting Thomases he said 
there were 4,000 children attending the sectarian schools in Utah, 80 per cent. 
of them from Mormon families. I hazard nothing by the assertion that they 
do not have 5 per cent. or 200 Mormon children in thess schools throughout 
the whole Territory, much less 80 per cent., or 3,200, as stated by our pious 
Presbyterian brother. But it must be remembered that the Jesuits are not 
the only Christians who believe the end justities the means. And the means 
in this case reminds the writer of the description given by the late Brigham 
Young of the old sectarian minister who, while raking into his capacious 
ckets the collection, gave out with much pathos the hymn commencing : 
This God is the God I Adore.” We are bound to admit from theso obser- 
vations that sectarianism is true to its old instincts, money and blood. Both 
were features of the lecture and predicated on the gospel of charity. I submit 
to your readers the question, whether the tender mercies of Christians of this 
are less cruel than mercenary? And if the tout ensemble is not incom- 
patible with true Christianity? | Yours, &c., James H. Hart. 


A DIALOGUE 


Between a Mormon Elder, a Parson, and a Traveler, at a Temperance Hotel, 
in the presence of a number of 
—0 


Trave_en.—( Reading a newspaper) I see the Salvation Army has been doing a great 
work in the town of „ by way of redeeming many persons from the evils of drink. 
- Parson.—Yes, I am pleased to hear of their success, for they are reaching a class of 
people that we cannot; therefore it gives me cause to rejoice when I hear of their bring- 
ing such to a knowledge of Jesus. 

- Mormon ELDA. -( Whose religious status is not known by those present) I also believe 
they are doing good so far as the welfare of this life is concerned; but as for bringing 
mankind to a knowledge of Jesus, I confess I do not believe it, for no man can obtain a 
knowledge of Jesus Christ by clinging to man-made gospels, which I believe the religion 
of the day to be. 

F. - My friend, I see you do not hold with the work of the Salvation Army, and from 
your remarks I am also led to think you are not a believer in the way mankind is brought 
to a knowledge of the truth. ) 

M E.—Your belief in this respect is true; I will admit that the Salvation Army and 

All mankind will receive a reward for what good they do on this earth, but I know, if the 
Bible be true, that their plan of salvation is false from the very start. Indeed, the same 
may be said of the different sects of the day ; and as you appear to be a minister of what 
I eall.a man-made gospel, I will ask you a few questions, which, if you cam answer to 
my satisfaction thereby proving that I am wreng in making such an assertion—I can 
assure you I will be only too glad to recall my words. 
P. —I will be pleased to answer any question which has a bearing on our most holy 
faith, and will try and enlighten you on any principle pertaining to the same. : 
NM. E.—Thank you very much. I suppose I may as well start at the Head” of all 
‘your faiths, for I must admit I am unable to comprehend the God you call upon man- 
kind to believe in. a 
P. I had come to the conclusion that you were a believer in God, Jesus and the 
Bible; but from the words you have just spoken, I fear I must have been mistaken. » 

M. E.—I am a béliever in God, Jesus and the Bible,” and if the God you believe in 
do the God of the Bible, then we will agree; but; mind you, I do not believe this to be 
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the case, and therefore your remarks must be according to the “law and the testimony,” 
or I cannot accept them. 

.. P.—Very well, then, I think I shall have no trouble in setting your mind at ert 20 
far as the God we worship is concerned, for we worship the God of the Bible. 

(Traveler hegins to have an interested look on his face.) 

M. E.— ‘Your last words remain to be proven. However, I shall start with your fist 
Article of Faith, which reads as follows: There is but one living and true God, ever- 
lasting ; without body, parts or passions ; of infinite power, wisdom and goodness; the 
maker and preserver of all things, both visible and invisible; and in the unity of this 
Godhead there are three persons of one substance, — anil eternity, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost,” (Ist Article of religion, Church of England prayer book). From 
this am I to understand that the Father, Son and Holy Ghost are one person, and this 
one person without body, parts or passiens ? 

P. So says our prayer book. 

(Traveler drops his newspaper and becomes very much interested—draws his chair 
up in the circle.) 

M. E.—Well, if this be the case, I no longer wonder at the increase ot infidelity ; for 
it is my opinion that such a principle as this will make an infidel out of any sound- 
minded man who will thoroughly understand the same and then believe it. So to the 
law and the testimony,” as Isaiah says, (viii. 20,) and prove God, Jesus and the Holy 
Ghost one person” if you can, and then that He has neither body. parts or passions ;” 
for I believe them to be three separate personages ; and I also believe that Gud has a 
body, has parts, and has passions. ) 

P.—I will soon convince you of your error. Did not Jesus say that He and His 
Father were one? 

M. E. — Yes, and also prayed for His Father to make His disciples one in like manner 
John xvii). Now, if Jesus and his Father be one person, and if His prayer be answered, 
then all His disciples will become one person ; for, mind you, he prayed that they might 
be one, even as He and the Father were one. Therefore, if His disciples retain their 
separate, distinct identities, yet are made perfect in one, it follows that the Father and 
Son are distinct persons, as well as the disciples. Is it in accordance with sound reason 
for us to believe that Jesus wished to see all those men come together in one body? Or 
did He not desire them to be one in their teachings, and all to be of one mind? 

P.—I can hardly believe he wished them to become one body, but I still believe the 
‘Father and Son to be one, for did not Jesus say to Philip pre apace "Ho that tem 
seen me hath seen the Father? (John xiv.) 

M. E.— Ves, for as Paul says, He tensige of Father" (Hen l. 3), 
and this being the case, Jesus might well give them to understand that when they had 
seen one they had seen the other. When Jesus went out to pray, he said, Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me : nevertheless, not as I will but as thou wilt” (Matt: 
‘xxvi, 39). Now then, my friend, whe was our Savior praying to? Was he asking a 
favor of himself ? | 17 

P.—Oh no; He was then praying to the Holy Spirit. 

M. E.—Oh! that is the way you intend to get out of the difficulty, is it? You have 
now separated one of the three from Jesus, for in the beginning yeu declared that the 
three were one ; and now that we have one of the three separated from the others, we 
will see if we can separate the other two. In order te do this, I wish to refer you to the 
account of the martyrdom of Stephen. While being stoned to death he looked up into 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and that Jesus was standing on the right hand of God 
{Acts vii, 55). Would it not be rather difficult for any person to stand on the right hand 
of himself? And in order to prove further that Jesus is a separate person from the 
‘Father, we will examine into the account of His baptism. On coming up out of we 
water, what was it that rested upon Him in the form of a dove? (Matt. iii.) 

P.—We are told it was the Holy Ghost. 

M. E.—And whose voice was it that spoke from the heavens, saying, “This is my 
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beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased? (Matt. iii. 17). Now, mind you, there was 
Jesus, who had just been raised from the water, making one person, the Holy Ghost 
which descended from above and rested upon Him in the form of a dove, making two 
personages ; and does the idea not strike you very forcibly that the voice from heaven 
belonged to a third person? And then again, my Christian friend, I wish to draw your 
attention to 

P. (Becoming excited) These are things which we are not expected to understand; 
and, my young friend, I would advise you to drop such foolish ideas, for 

M. E.—Hold on there. Did you say “‘ foolish ideas?” Why, my dear sir, we are told 
in your Bible that this is eternal life to know the true and living God, and Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent (John xvii, 3). Therefore, it should be our first duty to find out the 
character and being of God. You say we are not expected to understand these things, 
while this Bible says this is what we must understand if we wish to have eternal life. It 
also says we can understand the things of man by the spirit of man, but to understand 
the things of Ged we must have the Spirit of God; and as you profess to be one of His 
servants, you are supposed to be in possession of the necessary Spirit to understand the 
true and living God, also Jesus Christ whom He sent. You say God has no body. Did 
not our Savior have one? If so, then His Father had one, for I have just proven by the 
words of Paul that Christ was in the express image of His person (Heb. i, 3). Jesus 

peared in the midst of His disciples after His resurrection, with a body of flesh and 
bones, and called upon his disciples to satisfy themselves on this point by handling him ; 
for, says he, a spirit hath not flesh and bones as you see me have” (Luke xxiv, 39). 
Then He called for something to eat, and He did eat (xlii and xliii), (eat without a body!) 
and with this body of flesh and bone he ascended up into heaven (li,) and stood, asc 
Stephen says, on the right hand of His Father (Acts vii, 55).. Now if He has no body, 
pray tell me what became of the one He took away with Him? 

P.—This is nonsense! You know that God is a spirit, and I think we had better drop 
this subject. 

M. E.—Pray listen a while longer, for I have more yet to say in regard to what you 
call nonsense, although if it be such, I must insist that it is Bible nonsense. You say 
God is a spirit; does this prove He hax no body? We are also told we must worship‘ 
Him in spirit. Am I to understand from this that we must worship Him without a 
body? Have you a spirit? Yes. Have you also a body? Yes. Were you made in the 
image of God, body and spirit? So says your good old Bible. Man was created in the 
image of God (Gen. i, 25, 27). Then God has a body, and consequently must have parts, 
He appeared unto Abraham, and Abraham prepared water to wash His feet. (Feet 
without a body!) He also prepared a feast, and God did eat. (Eat without a body !) 
(Gen. xviii.) Jacob saw him face to face (Gen, xxxii, 30), and Moses talked with Hm 
face to face, as one man talks with another (Ex. xxxiii), and he also saw His back parts. 
(Face and back parts without a body!) He promised (Num. xii, 8) to speak with Moses 
mouth to mouth. (Mouth without a body!) We are told in the 5th chapter of Deuter-. 
onomy that He has a hand and arm. (Hand and arm without a bedy!) The 130th 
Psalm tells us He has eyes, and Isaiah (xxx) says He has lips and » tongue. (Byes, lips 
and tongue without a body!) John describes His head, hair and eyes (Rev. i, 14) 
(Head without a body) And as for passions, we are told in your Bible that He has 
love, wrath, and is a jealous God. Are these not passions? My reverend friend, I fear 
you are not a believer in your Bible God. | 
P. As I have told you before, we cannot understand these things; and as itis getting. 
late, I think it advisable to retire. (Arises and prepares to leave.) 

M. E.—Peter tells us that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private interpreta- 
tion (2 Peter i, 20). Please remain a little longer, for I have only got started. I have. 
only examined into one of your principles as yet. I wish to weigh the other principles 
you teach in the balance, and see if they are also wanting. 

P.--I think it advisable for me to retire, so I will wish you all good night. 

CHonUs. Good night! Sorry you are going! (Parson goes upstairs to bed.) 

[TO BE CONTINUED. } 


— 
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MONDAY, APRIL 16, 1883. 


OUT-DOOR PREACHING. 

Tue season has now arrived for out-door preaching to be commenced, and 
we hope the Elders will push this part of the work vigorously, If any Elder 
is too proud to engage in open-air preaching, we have no hesitancy in saying 
that he does not possess the true spirit that should characterize a Latter-day’ 
Saint missionary. We should be willing to adopt any honorable means of 
making known the principles of the Gospel, and there is nothing dishonorable 
about preaching in the streets of a village or in the parks or squares of a town 
or city. Our Savior did not consider it beneath His dignity to preach on the 

seashore, or upon the mount, any more than in the synagogue or temple, nor 
need we either. It is, perhaps, more unpleasant to most speakers to preach. 
toa “traveling congregation” than one seated in a hall, and more trying to 
one’s lungs, especially when he finds it necessary to speak very loud to drown 
any noise or confusion that may be going on. But no Elder should shrink 
from it on this account when he has an opportunity of holding a meeting and 
can get people to listen to him. We think the experience of the Elders will 
prove that prosy dissertations on doctrine are not appropriate for meetings of 
this character. People become tired and impatient sooner when standing than 
sitting, and they are not likely to remain long to listen to a speech of that 
kind. On the contrary, an animated, vigorous declaration of our principles, 
and a fervent testimony as to the truth of them is almost sure to attract. 
people's attention, and cause them to stop and listen. A comparison between 
the true principles of the Gospel and the spurious ones that prevail in the 
world may also be made with good effect at the proper moment, but wisdom’ 
should be exercised in this. Figuratively speaking, it is not wise to tear down 
a man’s house about his head when we intend to benefit him by supplying a 
better one, until the new one is described to him, or, at least, until he is 
made aware of its existoace. However fallacious the prevailing ideas on the 
subject of religion are, there is no denying the fact that many people are sin · 
cere believers ia them, and a spirit of combativeness and resentment is aroused 
in such persons on hearing their religion abruptly assailed. This spirit, too, 
is more apt to assert itself on the public domain, where all men claim equal 


rights, than in a hall hired by the speaker, and to which the public ate only 
admitted on sufferance. The Elders need not court persecution ; they are apt 
to get enough of it without. If an Elder wishes to attract the attention of 
people and claim of them a patient hearing, he will very likely defeat his own 
object by appealing to their prejudices or arousing their anger. To make it 
known in the commencement of his speech that he is a Mormon” is gene- 
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rally sufficient to accomplish the former, and roughly assailing the popular 
creeds almost invariably results in the latter. We can make kuown the prin- 
ciples of the Gospel ; we can point out the prophecies and other allusions in 
the Scripture to the general apostasy ; we can testify of the restoration of the 
Gospel, and even compare its principles with the current counterfeits without 
telling what Church we belong to. But no fear of persecution should ever 
cause us to close a meeting without pointing out clearly the way to salvation, 
testifying of the establishment of God’s kingdom and where it is to be found, 
and faithfully warning our hearers of coming judgments. If, through preju- 
dice, bigotry, or indifference, those who hear are led to totally reject us, we 
will at least have the satisfaction of knowing that we have done our duty. 
We can then in good conscience leave them with the final testimony which 
the Savior. charged His apostles to deliver :—‘ Be ye sure of this, that the 
kingdom of God has come nigh unto you!” —_ 

Out- door meetings in the Liverpool Conferencs were commenced on Sunday, 
the Ist of April, by a very orderly and fairly attended meeting being held on 
Islington Square. The following evening one was held on the Haymarket at 
Birkenhead, which passed off well until the name of the Prophet, Joseph 
Smith, was mentioned, and it was made known to what church the speakers 
belonged, when cunsiderable confusion ensued, and loud denunciations were 
indulged in. As an evidence, however, that an interest was awakened among 
some by that meeting, there was quite a large crowd assembled there three 
evenings later, when they had understood the Elders were to again hold forth, 
and one person out of those who listened to the preaching has written to this 
office for further information concerning the principles then advocated. We 
have also learned of meetings of this class being held ir several other Con- 
ferences, and hope soon to hear of their- beroming general ‘throughout the 
mission. 


— — | 


FIRST COMPANY OF EMIGRANTS. 


—0—— 
Tue first company of this season’s emigrating Saints sailed on the 11th inst., 
per S. S. Neruda, in charge of Elder David McKay. They numbered 352 
souls, including 103 Saints from Scandinavia, 235 from Great Britain, 12 
returning Elders, and one visitor. The names of the missionaries who re- 
turn with the company are as fullows :—David McKay, William H. King, 
Joseph Greaves, Alfred Bailey, Thomas Emmett, Charles Sharp, Daniel 
Davies, Charles Lambert, Nils R. Lindahl, O. C. Larsen, J. P. Jensen, Joseph 
R. Linvall, and H. C. Hansen, the last-named five being from the Scandina- 
Vian mission, and all the others from the British. The visitor is Mrs. Mary 
Alice Lambert, who came to England last November to spend the winter with 
her relatives. The company left in excellent health and spirits, the weather 
Was propitious for commencing the Yoyage, and a great. many friends went 
out in the tender to take leave of the emigrants, with all of whom we feel 
to unite in wishing the — a anes journey aad safe ae: in a the 
“ valleys of the mountains.” : 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. at 
JOURNEY THROUGH THE SOUTHERN COUNTIES—A FORMER OPPONENT or 
ADMISSION—PUBLIC MEETINGS—“ DOING” I ONDON. 


President Geo. 0. Parkinson, writing to President John Henry Smith, 
March 25th, says: 


After leaving you and the brethren of the Welsh 13 at Pontypridd, Elder 
Ben. E. Rich and I rode to Cardiff, where we spent a short time in viewing the 
and other objects of interest, and then separated, he going to Manchester by rail, and J 
to Bristol by water. The weather was cold and windy and the sea rough, but I kept 
warm and comfortable in conversation with an Armenian Methodist minister, who, 
years since, held a public discussion with a Mormon” Elder in Bristol, but since that 
time his house has been so beset with disease and trouble, that he has become sufficiently 
humbled to listen to the truth. The time passed quickly by, and we soon found our- 
selves in the port of Clifton ; but before parting with my clerical friend I felt disposed te 
leave my testimony with him concerning the divine calling of Joseph Smith, whieh 
seemed to have a noticeable effect upon his mind, so mueh so that he desired me to write 
to him and further explain this strange doctrine,” which I agreed to do and took his 
card, giving him a tract and my address in return. 

On reaching the Bristol Conference house, I was pleased to meet Elders Alfred Alder 
and Isaac Green, looking well and feeling healthy, and encouraged in the execution of 
their labors as servants of God. This being my first field of labor in England, I was 
delighted to see the familiar faces of the Elders and Saints once more, and to find that 

The next morning I rode up to Cheltenham, where I spent a couple of days with 
Saints and relatives, and returned to Bristol Saturday night. While at this place, and 
in conversation with a lady of ‘high respectability,’ I was asked why I had left my 
home and come so far away, te stay so long, without my wife. I replied that I was on 
duty, and that I thought more of my God and His will than I did of my heme and mine, 
With an expression of horror, she exclaimed: ‘How unkind! You are cruel! and I 
think a real villain! And if I were your wife I should not live with you another day 
‘Oh? said I, ‘that would not be surprising in the least, for if you were my wife I 
should expect to return and find you with another.’ ‘Well,’ said she, ‘that would be 
doing ne more than others doin England.’ So much for what others do in England.’ 

Agood meeting was held in Bristol on Sunday, and the usual warm and spirited feel - 
ing prevailed, as it does throughout the Conference. The Elders here, four in number, 
are working with true zeal and energy to promote the cause of truth, and though the 
seeds uf Pharisaism have been strewn broadcast and are deeply rected, there can yet be 
deen an occasional head of good wheat left for the careful gleaner. 

„On Monday, at 3.25p.m., I left the brethren and journeyed on to the well n 
town of Plymouth, from which place many faithful children ef Israel have been 
gathered and are now rejoicing in the work of God. Here there is a small Branch, 
presided over by Elder Samuel Eastman, and at times visited by Elders Wm. Willie and 
C. H. Rhees. 

The next morning I took train to Tavistock, and walked ever to Gunnislake, 
Cornwall, where I found myself in the midst of friends and relatives, who received me 
‘ Kindly and listened with marked attention to the message I had to bear. I learned that 
some of these had heard the truth more than thirty years ago, but for a series of causes 
are now isolated from the Saints, by reason of which their minds are somewhat clouded 
and many principles of the Gospel seem strange to them. Still they can yet detect the 
sound of the Good Shepherd’s voiee, and have retained their testimony of the first prin- 
ciples. Feeling that some good might be accomplished here by a little exertion, J rented 
the new Town Hall, had the announcement cried, and at 7 p.m. service commenced with 
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a full house. A good spirit prevailed ; all seemed well satisfied, and a few particularly 
interested, At the request of the people and the kind permission of the hall-keeper, Mr. 
Harvey, another meeting was held on Thursday evening, at the close of which a few 
questions were asked, I think all breathing the spirit of fairness. For the next night Mr. 
Harvey proffered the use of the hall gratis, which I accepted, and another meeting was 
held in the same place. The meetings were all moderately well attended, and notwith- 
standing the excitement caused by the clamor and confusion of the Salvation Army, many 
seemed to realize the necessity of proving a matter before passing judgment. I was 
treated with the utmost kindness by all, and I ask God to bless them and assist them to 
stand out on the side of truth and act upon the honest conviction of their hearts. Early 
the next morning, accompanied by two of my aunts, I went aboard the steamer Aerial, 
and sailed down the river Tamer to Devonport, where I made a few calls, and then 
booked for London, where I arrived at a late hour, and was pleased to meet Eldar E. H. 
Nye, feeling as joyous and happy as ‘Mormon’ Elders do generally. The next morning 
(Sunday) I visited the Y. M. M. I. Association of North London Branch, which is ably 
conducted by Elder W. H. King, who delivered a very lucid and interesting lecture upon 
Free Thought.” More of such lectures would have a telling effect upon the minds of 
the Saints, young and old, in expanding the mind and making it more susceptible of 
receiving truth and the impressions of the Spirit of the Lord. In the afternoon and 
evening I attended meetings in the Lambeth Branch, and listened once more to the 
familiar and instructive voice of Bishop O. F. Whitney. Since then I have spent my 
time with Elders H. W. Brown, E. H. Nye, W. H. King and the Bishop, in visiting the 
Saints and taking in’ the most notable objects of interest in the Metropolis, all of which 
have been indeed interesting and I trust will prove profitable. Sight-seeing in England 
has been very interesting to me, but there is yet one more sight remains to be seen—the 
little village in the north-east corner of Cache Valley.” 


TRIP ON THE CONTINENT—SURPRISE OF TOURISTS AT HAVING “MORMONS” 
FOR COMPANIONS—IMPROVED HEALTH. 


President Joseph A. West writes from London on the 4th inst. as follows: 


I reached London on Monday morning, after an absence of twenty-four days. Elder 
Bunot left me at Culos, and went into Switzerland to visit his wife’s relatives, and 
before he returns he intends to also visit his brother, at“ Lyons, from whom he last 
separated about thirty years ago. I expect him to bein London by the date of our 
coming conference. We have had an excellent time during our absence, and learned 
much that is worth remembering. During the first few days we were unknown as 
‘Mormons,’ hence were treated like other people. In fact, I may say that we were the 
recipients of unusual courtesies at the hands of different members of the party. Our 
companionship was early sought by those entrusted with making up parties for the differ- 
ent compartments, but when an opportunity was offered, a few days afterward, for us to 
tell who and what we were, the consternation of our fellew travelers was wonderful te 
behold. In fact, they were some moments recovering from the shock, and were inclined 
to accuse us of attempting te get up a veritable sensation; but our persistent and 
positive replies to their repeated questions soon convinced them that they were really 
and truly in the presence of two live, full-fledged and undaunted ‘Mormons.’ A leng 
discussion immediately ensued, and from that time on we had frequent opportunities to 
explain our principles and defend our people and practices. Strange to say, we contin- 
ued to receive every courtesy from all who knew us with but one exceptien, and I can 
truly say that I never formed more pleasant associations with any people outside of the 
Latter-day Saints than with those who comprised Cook’s second excursion party to the 
city of Rome. I lost no opportunity to bear my testimony to them when the proper time 
arrived in the progress, of our conversation, and to many of them I have promised te 
send tracts and Church works. On one occasion our party, r 
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| several hundred, were standing in the arena of the Coliseum at Rome, listening ry 
Bul to the archwological explanations and descriptions of the great celebrity, Mr, 
espere Wood. In the course of his lecture he remarked that the Coliseum, 
of seating 87, 000 spectators, could be emptied in the time that one-eighth ot that numb: 
‘could make their exit at one stairway. A revérend gentleman immediately vociferated 
“The Mormon Tabernacle at Salt Lake City has a seating capacity of 14,000, and can be 
emptied in three-and-a-half minutes.’ Not having traveled with our party, and therefore 
not knowing of our presenee, he little thought that his remark was listened to by a 
‘couple of ‘Mormons,’ and when I handed him my card a short time afterward he mani- 
fested great surprise that ‘Mormons’ should also be found in the city of Rome. I almost 
think he repented of his semi-commendatory remark, though he talked with me quite 
affably, asked many questions and said but little derogatory of our people. I afterwards 
learned that he had visited Utah about eight years ago. In reply to subsequent inqui- 
ries, I explained that our Tabernacle at Salt Lake City was about the size and shape of 
‘the arena of the Coliseum, which, upon careful investigation, I found to be the case. 
am glad to say my health is much improved, and I do not feel the need of any 
further respite before entering upon my duties.” 


WEATHER IN LONDON—NEW HALL—BAPTISMS—EXPRESSION OF GOOD 
| FEELINGS TOWARDS ELDER KING—CHANGES. 
Bishop O. F. Whitney writing from London on the 2nd inst., says: 


Brother West returned this morning, looking and feeling first rate. He has luckily 
eacaped our London March, which has been quite severe. I was laid up nearly a week 
while Brother Parkinson was here. Other brethren have had bad colds, All well at 
present. Weather has been too inclement for out-door preaching. We are waiting to 
seize the first opportunity. Our tract societies are very impatiently anticipating the 
arrival of tracts. Their blood's up and they long to begin. Ths Lambeth Branch held 
their first meeting in their new hall yesterday. I was present in the afternoon, but 
attended Whitechapel at night. They tell me nine or ten strangers were there (at_Lam- 
beth) in the evening. The hall is well located, rather cosy and very convenient—ground 
floor. I have had several fine talks with strangers lately, with good results. A number 
of baptisms took place in North London yesterday. Last evening Elder King preached 
‘his farewell discourse there. He was presented with a token of esteem at the close. The 
ene is described as quite affecting. He is a fine young man, has done a good work and 
won an honorable release. ‘He is well thought of universally. We shall miss him much. 
Brother R. H. Nye, who has labored faithfully in Whitechapel for several months, will 
wacceed Elder King, and will be succeeded by Brother H. H. Evans, at present absent in 
‘Wales and that vicinity. Brother H. W. Brown takes the London Office books from 
‘Brother King, as the Conference house is now in his—the Lambeth—district. Emigra- 
A number of 


anon GERMANY | TO SWITZERLAND. 

By privote letter received from Elder John Q. Cannon, dated Berlin, April 
add, we learn that he has been called by President Goss to Bern, Switzerland, 
to succeed Elder J. J. Walser as clerk of the mission. Alter expressing his 
‘Willingness to respond to this requirement, he say:: 

. “I caanot overlook one very serious shadow—I refer to the loss of the opportunities 
for striking out into new and untried fields, or of ‘pioneering,’ in the anticipation and 
ebrief experience of which I have taken so much pleasure. I am sure there is going to be 
great work done in thié part of the earth at no distant day, and J have felt that I would 
dike to remain here and help begin or take part in it. Still, it is all the Lord's work, and 
I have so much faith that He directs it in all its details, particularly in so important a 
matter as that of its progress in proselyting, that I try to sink my individual preferences 
at all times in the assurance that I will be used where I can work to the best advantage.” 


— ——— — 
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LIVERPOOL. CONFERENCE. 


THE Liverpool Conference was held in the Miners’ Hall Wigan, on Sunday, 

April 8th, 1883. 

There were present on the stand from Utah: Apostle John Henry Smith, 
President of the European Mission; Elder George C. Lambert, of the Mu- 
LENNIAL Srar Office; Elder George C. Parkinson, President of, and Henry 
Leyland, Wm. S. Tanner, George Perry, George Wilson and Joseph Graham, 
Traveling Eldersin, the Liverpool Conference; Elder Charles Lambert, of the 
Manchester, and Elder Wm. Groesbeck, of the Birmingham Conferences. 

The opening prayer was offered by Elder Perry, after which President Par- 
kinson made a few appropriate remarks, stating the object of the Conference 
and calling upon the Branch Presidents and Traveling Elders to report, the 
condition of the work in their respective Branches and Districts. 

Elder Reid reported the Wigan, Brother Rowbottom the Upholland, 
Brother Gill the Wurrington, Brother Eden (in the absence of Elder S. W. 
Anderson, the President) the Liverpool, and Bruther Kirkham (in the absence 
of the President) the Blackburn and Over Darwen Branch, all being (with | 
the exception of a few lukewarm members) in good growing condition, and 
desirous of living their religion and warning their fellow men. 

Traveling Elders Leyland and Tanner reported the progress of the work in 
the Preston and Blackburn District, where they were renting halls, publishing 
notices in the leading journals and preaching the gospel in as many places as 
their time would permit. There are now sufficient members in Preston to re- 
establish a branch there, and tlie spirit of inquiry is increasing on every hand. 

Elders Perry, Graham and Wilson, in reporting their laburs among Saints 
and strangers in the Wigan District, testified that many of the Saints were 
striving to live their religion and assist the Traveling Elders in the discharge 
of their duties. They also testified to the truth of the Gospel, touched upon 
the law of tithing and other important principles and exhorted the Saints to 
live pure lives, keep themselves clean from the sins of the world, warn their 
neighbors and make every effort to gather to Zion. 

‘The financial and statistical reports were then read, showing an increase of 
twenty-one by baptism since Jan. 1, 1883. 

‘Conference adjourned until 2 p.m., with prayer by Elder Charles Lambert. 

The Elders and part of the congregation then repaired te the “big lamp,” 
where a spirited and interesting meeting was held in the open air, and at 
2-30 p.m. meeting again convened in the hall. After the usual opening exer- 
cises Elder Parkinson made a few’ remarks upon the‘ordinance of the Lord's 
Supper, showing the necessity of purity and worthiness in the lives of those 
who eat and drink the same. The Sacrament: was then administered by 
Elders Leyland and Wilson. 

Elder Charles Lambert spoke upon the present condition of the world, his 
experience as a missionary, the restoration of the Gospel, and eunoluded by 
bearing testimony tu the divine calling and authority of Joséph Suit... 

‘Elder Groesbeck testified to tle truth of “Mormunism” and said he was 
proud of — one of that people to whom God had condeseonded to speak 
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and restore the primitive principles of the Gospel; spoke upon the first prin- 
ciples of the Gospel and of the establishment of God's kingdom in our day. 
Elder George C. Lambert followed, discoursing upon the true organization 
of the Church of God, and showing the contrast between that and the relig- 
ious “forms” of the nineteenth century. He also reviewed the first princi-. 
ples of the Gospel, and showed the condemnation a those who one to : 
preach any other doctrine. 

President Smith then testified to the truth of iba had been said, and 
spoke at some length upon the necessity of man’s ubserving the laws of God. 
Showed the responsibility resting upon those who have been commissioned 
and commanded to preach the Gospel and warn their fellowmen of the pend- 
ing judgments that are now hanging over the nations. Referred to the 
position of the Mormon people in the government of the United States, 
and predicted that the day would come when that people would enjoy their 
rights as American citizens, and would be a controlling power in the earth. 
He also pointed out the destiny of all men who would not listen to the voice 
of God and repent of their evil ways. The speaker invoked the blessings of 
the Lord upon the people, and concluded by testifying of the Latter-day 
work which the Lord commenced through the boy Joseph Smith. Bene- 
diction was pronounced by Elder George C. Lambert. 

At about 5 p.m. another out-door meeting was held, characterized by the 
usual spirit and zeal of such occasions. The congregation was attentive, and 
all seeined satisfied and blessed. 

During’ the evening meeting President Parkinson spoke upon the plan of 
salvation, as taught by Jesus Christ and His Apostles ; depicted the universal 
apostasy after the death of the Savior, showed the present condition of the 
world, and bore testimony to the restoration of that true system through the 
Prophet Joseph Smith. 

_President John Henry Smith then delivered a discourse upon the govern- 
ment of God, the results of the non-observance of the laws of such govern- , 
ment, the condition of the world during the ages of reformation, the present 
enlightened state of mankind, the conflicting theories of the religious world, 
and the various changes and revolutions which have taken place until the 
present day. In conclusion, he gave a brief sketch of the life and character 
of Joseph Smith, an account of the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, 
and the organization of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints ; 
and bore witness that Joseph Smith was inspired of God, and that he did 
receive the visitation of heavenly messengers, _— 

‘There was a good attendance of Saints and strangers. The hall was large 
and all felt that a feast had been given. The weather was fine, and the open- 
air meetings created quite an interest, not only among the outsiders, but with 
the Elders and Saints as well. , 


The Deseret News says the Z. M. L Shoe Factory of Salt Lake City, during 
1882, turned out 83,000 pairs of boots and shoes. The demand increases, and 
it is now making 300 pairs per day, or 1,800 pairs per week, and it is estimated 
that this year the total product will be over 90,000 pairs of misses, women’s, 
and men’s shoes and boots 
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UTAH NEWS. 


Brickmaking upon a far more extensive scale than ever before is being 
entered into in the vicinity of Salt Lake City. The old firms are increasing 
their facilities and some new firms are starting—all 1. for a very my 
season during the present year. 


According to the Euguirer, the Provo Woolen Factory is expecting to doa 
larger business this year than ever before. It is said that there is no uncer- 
tainty now about disposing of the fabrics which are manufactured at that 
institution. They command a ready sale. 


Elder George Teasdale has lately been the recipient of sundry substantial 
tokens of esteem from the good people of Nephi, among whom he officiated. 
as President of the Stake until his call to the Apostleship. The last instance 
of the kind we have learned of is the presentation of a very handsome gold 
watch, which, we may well believe he will prize very highly on account of the 
friendly feolings that prompted the donors. 


Evan Stephens, the musical genius who has been so successful during the 
past few years in training hosts of children in Salt Lake City and northern 
towns in vocal music, gave a concert in the Salt Lake Theatre on the afternoon 
and evening of March 17, at which upwards of 200 of his pupils were per- 
formers. One pleasant feature of the affair was that 250 of the aged poor 
were supplied with free tickets of admission to the afternoon performance. 
The programme consisted in great part of Brother Stephens’ own composi- 
tions, and it is said to have been rendered most charmingly. A little girl only * 
three years old, daughter of President P. F. Goss, of the Swiss and German 
Mission, sang a song, entitled, “I’m Going to Write to Papa,” and its appro~ 
priateness, coupled with the wonderful ability of the little singer, fairly 
“brought down the house.” The net proceeds of the eoncerts, amounting 
: to $500, are to be spent in the purchase of books for the pupils. 


A recent issue of the Territorial Enquirer contains the following communi- 
kation from a Spanish Fork correspondent, under the caption ok How Gen- 
tiles are Persecuted :” | 

“Thos. T. Williams, an ex-federal soldier who resides on his homestead 
in the west part of this Precinct, had the misfortune to seriously injure one 
of his hands about three weeks ago, since which time Dr. G. W. Hickman, of 
Benjamin, amputated one of the fingers of the injured hand. The cause of 
the accident was that Williams got his hand jammed between the wagon 
wheel and a load of wood. He has been confined to his bed, unable to help 
tiimself. The other day his Mormon neighbors, (he being a Gentile) turned 
gut and put in his crop, about thirty acres, they furnishing also the seed, ex- 
-cepting a few bushels of barley, which was all that Williams had. The thing 
was done spontaneously without any hope of recompense. Of course this 
will be another evidence to the figure heads” of liberalism in Utah, of the 

-exclusiveness of the Mormons in social and political matters, and will be 
a clinching proof of how the Gentiles of the Territory are driven from the 
public domain.” 
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